LARRY COCHRUN
USCGC KUKUI (WAK-186)

Larry served on board KUKUI from about June of 1967 to June of 1968. The KUKUI supplied and
had construction projects at LORAN stations throughout the western Pacific but never transited
or worked in South Vietnamese waters while Larry was aboard.

The closest the KUKUI came to the Vietnam theatre while Larry was assigned was in picking up
cargo in Honolulu to be delivered to South Vietnam with Subic Bay, Philippines as a stop on the
way.

Just before arriving in Subic Bay, KUKUI received a message from Coast Guard Headquarters to
simply drop off the cargo there as the Navy was going to use a vessel more equipped for
warfare to make the final delivery to Vietnam.

The crew was disappointed at not being able to finish the delivery themselves.

January 25, 2019 — Larry Cochrun E-mail to Bill Carr

We did a lot-of construction on some of the LORAN stations in the Philippines and visited a
couple of others. The basic project outline was to increase the refrigeration capacity and add
additional fuel storage. That reduced the number of resupply trips by USCG vessels. | really do
not recall the formal names of the stations One was near Catanduanes, Philippines and
another was way up north near Bosco.

A lot of my people (DCs and engineers) worked ashore, but | normally stayed aboard the ship.

At Catanduanes there was a landing beach at the nearest town. We wanted to land our
equipment and material in the nearest town and take it to the station by road. We observed
that the tallest structure near the beach was the local Catholic church.

I was "nominated” to go to the church and seek permission to install a light high on the church
to aid our navigation. So, | went ashore to see the parish priest with a couple of Tagalog
speakers (stewards from the KUKUI. The priest also spoke Spanish, but my command of that
language at the time was poor, except some swear words

We met the pries‘c and obtained his permission. He gave me some brochures that were in
Spanish about the history of the Catholic church in the Philippines.

One of the stewards whispered "Give him a donation!" | was lucky to have some local currency
in my work clothes That finally "sealed the deal.”

| also met the police chief in Bosco and bought him a drink. | was on a USCG Public Relations
mission! Ha! Ha



January 23, 2019 — Larry Cochrun E-mail to Bill Carr

Ralph Anderson was CO of the LOARAN station at French Frigate Shoals. | do not recall, that it
was named Marcus Islan. Heck, as a “snipe, | never looked at a chart. We went theire on the
KUKUI to re-guy the tower. | worked ashore so | did visit with him a bit. The next time | saw
him was in Alameda in 1996 at Roger Rfe’s change of command as District Commander.

Darvy Cohan'’s ship tied up at Sand Island in Honolulu. | did see him a few times. | used to go

over to the small “Officer’s Lounge” on base for a beer and that’s where | saw him the first
time.

Golden Journeys Booklet - 2015

My short career in the Coast Guard included the USCGC KUKUI (WAK-186) as damage control
assistant and assistant engineering officer.
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